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Going to the house with the homeless young men, I found
it even as described. The clothes and necessary goods of
the owners had been turned out into the garden for them;
the two sisters were in possession, either in bed or occasion-
ally appearing at the window in very light and airy costumes:
they were ill, it was said, and could not be interviewed- It
was evening, and there was nothing to be done but take
the two dispossessed young men into my house for the
night.

The next day the whole story was developed after the
capture of the brother, the two ladies discreetly still keeping
to their beds, dkhabillees, and diplomatic indisposition. The
plot had been carried out by the sanctimonious old
aunt. The old Colonel, who had been all his life in civil
employ, and who for nearly forty years had never been
near a soldier, had just become entitled to his pension, and,
necessarily, to the rank of General, which in old days was
always given on retirement to this class of ancient person,
who often knew less about a soldier than did even a junior
officer of Volunteers. To the retirement from India of the
pair the obstacle had hitherto been the nephew, who had,
however, been palmed off upon me, and the two sisters
who had yet to be disposed of. This done, the worthy
couple could retire to Cheltenham or to Bath in comfort.
An engagement, it is true, had been made with me that
the sisters were not to join the brother. But, after all,
this was but a matter of detail. The old lady, too, was
eminently religious, and it cannot have escaped notice how
eminently religious people are sometimes able to permit
themselves to do what those who do not assume quite so
high a place in the synagogue would hesitate to undertake,
as being neither right-wise nor just. So, keeping the plan
a profound secret, she determined that the young ladies,
despite the promise to me, should join the brother. It
was so bad for a young man's morals that he should be
left alone, said the old lady; so, with convenient casuistry,
the matter was arranged with her conscience. The housing